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Dear Women of Ave,

Welcome to the sixth edition of our Women of Ave Series.   This 
edition celebrates the talents and gifts of the women of Ave, 
both current and past, and what it means to be part of the Ave 
sisterhood, both now and into the future. The inspiration for this 
addition is drawn from St Clare of Assisi who teaches us about the 
importance of ‘sisterly love’ and St Francis of Assisi who teaches us 
to ‘delight in God’s gifts to us: shared, grown and sustained for all’.

I would particularly like to draw your attention to the feature story 
of Melinda McCallion, class of 1996 and Alana Talia, class of 2008. 
Two women who attended the College in two different decades 
but were brought together many years later through a shared 
passion and complementary skill set that sees them successfully 
leading a boutique agency together. I would also like to highlight 
the ‘Where are they now? article. Janine McClellan, class of 1986, 
highlights how self-belief and endeavor provide the women of Ave 
with choice and options. Choice and options to apply their talents 
and skills across the many jobs and careers they may be drawn 
to in their lifetime. I congratulate these women for their wonderful 
achievements.

In this edition we are very pleased to welcome a number of 
new staff to the College and to profile Ms Jo Hammer, Director 

of Professional Learning and Pedagogy. Jo who this year has 
commenced her fifteen year at Ave shares with us her passion and 
commitment for educating the young women of Ave.  It is also with 
some sadness that I pay tribute to Mrs Mary Calthorpe who will 
commence retirement during Term 3 of this year. After twenty-six 
years of service, Mary is a fixture of the Ave community and will be 
deeply missed by students and staff.  

In closing, those Women of Ave who graduated in the years of 
2015, 2010, 2000, 1990, 1980 and 1970, make sure you save the 
date for the Back to Ave Day on Saturday 1 August 2020. As more 
information becomes available with regard to COVID-19 gathering 
options will be in contact to update our alumnae who graduated in 
these years.  I eagerly look forward to meeting you either in person 
or online.

May we continue to strive for truth through love.

Yours faithfully,

Ms Tanya Hutton
Principal
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from the Principal
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Tanya’s resolve to the current environment 
is that it has been an opportunity to get 
to know the College much faster. Blessed 
by the support and positivity of the Ave 
community, Tanya says she has already 
witnessed the Franciscan values of the 
College in the resilient and dedicated 
nature of both staff and students.

Tanya joins Ave with ten years’ experience 
as a Deputy Principal at both Mount 
Lilydale Mercy College, Lilydale and Kolbe 
Catholic College, Greenvale Lakes.  With 
a Bachelor of Education in Mathematics 
and Science, Certificate in Catholic Studies 
and a Masters of Educational Leadership, 
Tanya is currently completing a Master of 
Professional Studies in Theology. Working 
in Catholic Education for 28 years in both 
co-ed and single sex schools she is Ave 
Maria College’s tenth principal. We talked 
to Tanya to learn a little bit more about 
Ave’s newest leader.

Inspiration to become a teacher. 
During her high school years Tanya was a 
self-confessed science nerd. During a time 
when pathways planning for secondary 
students was limited, her tertiary path was 
to be determined by rummaging through a 
VTAC Careers Guide and picking courses 
in areas which she knew she enjoyed. 
It wasn’t until a family friend suggested 
that teaching might be a good-fit choice 
(she worked well with others), that Tanya 
considered the vocation. With the seed 
planted, she changed her preferences and 
never looked back. 

Tanya is grateful for the early advice and 
opening her eyes to the possibilities 
of linking her passions (for Maths and 
Science) to her strengths. Despite being 
offered alternate career paths at university 

she stayed with teaching. Teaching is 
where her passion is.

“The role is relational and 

improving the opportunities 

and outcomes for young 

people is why I love being a 

teacher”.

Her Principalship at Ave. 
When accepting the role at Ave Maria 
College, Tanya made a conscious decision 
to come back to girl’s education. “All 
girls deserve a good education and role 
models.” Knowing that today, there are still 
women in the world who aren’t afforded an 
education drives her passion. 

When Tanya made the decision to lead 
a community in a more holistic way - she 
didn’t think twice when the Ave role 
came available. Having experienced the 
College on several occasions (as DP of 
Kolbe), Tanya believed there was always 
something special about Ave. “There was 
a sense of community. Of connectedness. 
Of comradery”. Perhaps it was the 
Franciscan Charism which also drew Tanya 
to the role. Her second Franciscan school, 
the College cherishes the Franciscan 
values of peace, justice, care for creation 
and dignity for all. 

The Ave community. 
From the get-go it was evident to Tanya 
that the commitment and dedication of 
staff was paramount. “The students come 
first.  Always.” But what impressed her 
the most, were the students themselves. 
“Their maturity, their achievements and 

When Tanya Hutton accepted the Principalship at 
Ave Maria College late last year, little did she know 
what was to come of the 2020 school year. In her first 
term at the College, Tanya has hit the ground running. 
Whilst transitioning to a new school and a new role, 
she has found herself transforming the College 
business model as we navigate education from home. 

their dedication to others and their 
environment.” Tanya reflects on the 
welcoming nature of students during 
her early days walking around campus. 
“Students would stop and say hello and 
have conversations with me in the yard”. 
Tanya quickly saw what it meant to be part 
of the “Ave Army” and the calibre of young 
women at the College.

Future hopes for Ave Maria. 
As a leader serving in a Catholic school 
and as a person who always attempts to 
live by the Gospel’s, Tanya endeavours to 
place Christ’s teachings and Gospel values 
at the heart of her work. She is committed 
to the College’s 2018 Strategic Plan and 
aims to build on Ave’s strengths for future 
growth. “We want our girls to thrive and 
excel. We will continue to deliver Faith, 
Learning,Wellbeing and Co-Curricular 
programs that cater to the individual needs 
of our students.”

Advice to the student body of 2020. 
Tanya encourages students to have faith 
and believe in yourself. “Embrace and 
make the most of the opportunities Ave 
offers. Have fun. And don’t compare 
yourself to others. Remember to be kind to 
yourself, believe in yourself  and give your 
best in all you do.”

Life outside of Ave.  
For Tanya the weekends are for family 
and friends. Maybe a meal or coffee at a 
local café and a walk with the dog. Tanya’s 
passion is quilting and embroidery - “this is 
where I really switch off”.

AFL or Soccer? AFL definitely. Carlton. (We 
won’t hold this against her…)

Final thoughts. 
It is an unsettling time for our community 
and the world and it is easy to get caught 
up in the storm. We all feel vulnerable 
in some way or another. Tanya reflects 
on a 2016 article from the Franciscan 
Missionaries of Mary (FMM), the ‘Challenge 
of Transformation’. The author talks about 
transformation as an opportunity of letting 
go and changing our ways. Of recognising 
the signs of the time. Tanya encourages 
us use the time in isolation to look through 
the eyes of hope, embrace the new and 
identify new opportunities. 

Returning to 
the Franciscan 
Charism

FEATURE STORY
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St Francis and St Clare of Assisi came from relatively wealthy medieval families. So for 
them to give it all up to embrace poverty was a big deal. But why do that? Their answer 
was to be free – to be free of the expectations and the hold that money and status had 
over them. To be free to lovingly do what needed to be done to build God’s kingdom 
on Earth. As a Franciscan school, this is part of our heritage.

This Easter was different from any other in living memory as we wrestled with all of the 
necessary restrictions due to COVID-19. The pandemic has emphasised that our actions 
affect others. The restrictions force us to look at our life and our world in a different way. 
The restrictions, a unique form of poverty, have stripped our lives back. Like Francis and 
Clare, this can free us to focus on what truly matters: How am I fostering my relationship 
with God? How am I appreciating the beauty of God’s creation? How am I looking after 
myself? How am I fostering relationships with others? How am I caring for others?

Patrick Jurd
Director of Faith and Religious Education

Fostering Our 
Franciscan Faith

At the end of our Year 12 Retreat in March, the Class of 2020 was no longer 
just one hundred and twenty-three Ave students, but a united group of young 
women. I now finally understand the 2020 College Theme; ‘true power is love’. 

Instead of worrying about the overwhelming demands of Year 12 and being 
consumed with the pressures of society in today’s world, I was able to see 
the unfiltered beauty of girls embracing one another. We welcomed and 
strengthened friendships as well as developing a new sense of who we want 
to be, this year and in the future. Our three days spent at Grantville Lodge was 
filled with lots of mindfulness, dancing, tears, laughter and reflection – also, of 
course an unnecessary amount of lollies. From being immersed in the Survivor 
Challenge to reading letters from our Year Nine self, I will forever treasure the 
valuable and unique moments I got to spend with the girls that I have grown with 
over the last six years. The retreat has definitely started the year off on a high 
note and I am looking forward to finishing Year 12 with these amazing girls by my 
side. 

Eliza Wilson  
Year 12

Retreat Reflections
YEAR 12
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Camp Marysville
In Term One the Year 7 cohort had their first high school camp. This experience was filled 
with lots of memories which we will treasure forever. At Camp Marysville we had many 
enthusiastic leaders and teachers who made the activities enjoyable. One special activity at 
camp was the cultural session led by Cassie, an indigenous woman. Cassie taught us about 
traditional artefacts, the first fleet and gave us the opportunity to try exotic Aboriginal food. 
We never thought that worms and crickets would be so tasty!

Canoeing, bushwalks and bike riding ensured we engaged with the outdoors and created a 
new perspective on how we view things today. With our Peer Support Leaders to guide us and 
many teachers on our side, we knew that there was nothing we couldn’t do.

The indoor activities were a blast as well. We chose herbs from the cook’s garden and 
cooked many delicious treats which we shared with our teachers, Peer Support Leaders 
and friends. We also had an opportunity to go to the community centre in Marysville looking 
at the Black Saturday exhibition and stores around the town. This was a very moving 
experience.

On our final night at Camp Marysville we had a variety show based on the theme ‘the gifts 
in me’. We chose to perform little acts and dance with our Peer Support Leaders, who 
encouraged us to show our talents. We had three incredible judges. The black beetle, the 
spicy tomato and arty aesthetics. Thanks teachers you really made the show incredible 
especially the teacher’s act which we will never forget.

Thanks to our caring teachers, the Peer Support Leaders and especially, Mrs Thompson we 
made it through Camp Marysville. We had an incredible experience and we will treasure the 
amazing memories forever.

Alisa Villani and Holly Baxter 
Year 7

YEAR 7
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Ladies, you both attended Ave in different 
decades. How did you find the path to 
working together? 
Alana: Melinda started Teaching Initiative 
six years ago after returning from overseas. 
She began the agency whilst still teaching 
part time. Melinda’s mum is the receptionist 
at the Primary School that I work at. I got 
chatting (with her Mum) about various things 
and ended up helping Melinda with some 
IT issues. I gradually became more involved 
in the business from there. Now, we work 
so closely together we can almost guess 
what the other is thinking!

Ok, back to those Ave days. Let’s 
reminisce. Any nicknames at school? 
Alana: Lani 
Melinda: Mindy

Favourite subject and teacher at Ave: 
Alana: Food Tech and Miss Raffaele  
Miss Raf.
Melinda: Psychology and Ms Mamo

Any Co-curricular highlights of your time 
at Ave?  
Alana: In Year 11 I was Melba House Sports 
Captain which was Yellow House back then. 
Melinda: I was Class Captain from Year 8 to 
Year 12.

What is your fondest Ave memory: 
Alana: Meeting my boyfriend (now 
husband) at our Year 11 Deb Ball. 
Melinda: The friendships. Twenty years 
on and still eight of my closest friends are 
from Ave. 

Growing up did you have any career 
aspirations? 
Alana: I always wanted to be a teacher, the 
thought of choosing another career path 
never crossed a mind. 
Melinda: I had lots, dietician, vet, business 
owner, physio….

The Teaching Initiative is a leading boutique 
agency connecting teachers and schools in the 
Western and Northern suburbs of Melbourne. 
Founded in 2014 by former Ave student Melinda 
McCallion (Class of 1996), the company provides 
daily, long term and permanent staff to schools in 
the region.  Today the Teaching Initiative is run by 
two Ave Alumnae Melinda and Alana Talia (Class 
of 2008). We talk to both Melinda and Talia about 
their time at Ave, and their respective journeys to 
finding themselves running a business together. 

ALUMNAE FEATURE STORY

Tell us about your studies and careers 
(prior to the Teaching Initiative): 
Alana: I graduated from Australian Catholic 
University with a Bachelor of Education in 
2012. Since then, I’ve taught in various primary 
classrooms and held a position of Leadership 
for several years. In 2019 I completed a Masters 
in Educational Leadership. I joined the Teaching 
Initiative in 2017 whilst on maternity leave. I am 
still employed as a Primary School teacher in 
the Moonee Valley area.
Melinda: I have a Bachelor of Applied Science 
and a Bachelor of Education, both from 
Victoria University. Whilst teaching overseas, 
I interpreted a need for industry expertise in 
recruitment to support the Education industry. 
This is where the idea for Teaching Initiative 
began. I wanted to harness my passion for 
education and support fellow teachers. 

What advice do you give to current Ave 
students are they think about their future and 
careers? 
Alana: Don’t be scared of hard work and 
sacrifices to fulfil your passion. If you love what 
you do for a living it won’t seem like a job, 
rather a vocation.
Melinda: Choose a path doing something you 
love and focus on your strengths.

What do you both like to do outside work, 
any hobbies? 
Alana: Cooking and cross stitch. Going for 
walks to the park and spending time with 
family.
Melinda: Relax with my two young sons, going 
to the beach, jogging, holidays, and learning 
about other professions. 

Best advice to your younger selves: 
Alana: Sieze every opportunity as it arises 
because there may not be another chance. 
Melinda: Be confident in your ability and think 
outside the box – always.

Thank you Alana and Melinda.

Alana Talia Melinda McCallion

AVE ALUMNAE 
Take Initiative

For more information about the Teaching Initiative 
visit: www.teachinginitiative.com.au

Graduating Year: 1986

Favourite Subject: Biology

Favourite Teacher: Amanda Boyden 
although need to make a special mention 
of most memorable – Wally Corliss

Tertiary Studies: Diploma of Teaching 
/ Bachelor of Education / Advanced 
Diploma Classical Homeopathy / CIV 
Training & Assessment

Occupation: There’s no short answer 
to that question after almost 35 years 
since leaving Ave. I began teaching in 
1990 at an all girls Secondary College in 
the Western suburbs of Melbourne and 
think that some of my teacher’s might be 
comforted to know that karma is real! In 
1993 I took a year’s leave to travel the 
world and was able to teach in various 
places overseas to fund the adventure. 
I took a break from teaching in 1996 
when my eldest son was born and 
returned to study in 2002 for four years 
in the natural therapies field whilst raising 
my 3 children. In 2006 I decided to try 
my hand at business and established my 
first Natural Therapies Clinic where I also 
practiced as a Classical Homeopath. 
The business grew to over 25 
practitioners and staff and included a 
second larger clinic from 2010 onwards. 
I sold the business in 2014 and once 
again returned to study a Bachelor of 
Midwifery however my first injection 
indicated that this was not the right 
choice of profession for me! Back to 
teaching from 2015 in a number of 
settings including the primary classroom, 

JANINE MCCLELLAN 
(nee Gibbard)

11

WHERE ARE
they now?

the Victorian Police Academy and 
a community organisation teaching 
disengaged teenagers. I now am happily 
settled teaching Education and Maths to 
aspiring teachers at Swinburne University.

Career Highlight: many highs as well as 
challenges over the years – all adding to 
a wealth of lived experience

Lives: Kalorama (Dandenong Ranges)

Hobbies: Travel and motorcycle riding

Fondest Ave Memory: I always loved the 
swimming carnivals and athletics days. 
Camps were great too – particularly the 
trip to Alice Springs in 1985.

Best advice to your younger self: 
Definitely continue to have fun, follow 
your heart and do what you love, the rest 
will work itself out along the way!
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2020 COLLEGE CAPTAINS
An Opportunity for Change
Hey Ave Sisters! We hope that you are all 
staying safe and healthy and for those of 
you still at home, going well in self-isolation.

We would like to congratulate you all, for 
your extreme resilience and bravery whilst 
things have been very tough in our world. 
As College Captains, we are so proud 
of our community, as each and every 
single member has taken the challenge of 
COVID-19 in their stride and has worked 
to overcome a massive obstacle. During 
remote learning, we soon discovered that 
it was necessary for us to adapt to this 
new lifestyle and that it would be foolish 
not to utilise this time to be innovative and 
inspired. We decided to use our positions of 
influence to translate our positive attributes 
into new and improved initiatives that were 
suitable for the online environment.

As many of you have probably discovered, 
the lack of face-to-face communication 
with peers and teachers has created many 
hurdles in our learning, creating some 
uncertainty. Education provides much more 
than just learning in a classroom. Attending 
Ave each day allowed us to indulge in the 

social aspects of school, such as forming 
valuable relationships with fellow students 
and teachers, as well as the opportunity to 
take part in co-curricular activities. Despite 
this, we must recognise how lucky we 
are to have been offered these facets of 
school through an online environment. 
Our annual athletics carnival took place 
as a whole school Kahoot, whilst mentor 
time took place twice a week to maintain 
connections with peers. Many of us also 
developed new ways to communicate with 
friends during recess and lunch, to maintain 
a sense of normality - subsequently, we 
each have more time for independent 
learning, which is a skill not a lot of us had 
put to use before! Thanks to technology, 
school life was maintained during these 
unprecedented circumstances and for that, 
we should be extremely grateful.

As strange as it may seem, we slowly 
began to recognise this situation as a 
chance. A chance to learn persistence 
and patience. A chance to develop our 
creativity. A chance to recognise how 
privileged we are to live in a country 
where education is accessible. A chance 

to express our gratitude. A chance to 
experience real and at times, overbearing 
challenges. And a chance to remember 
that on the other side of every hurdle 
comes strength, connection and wisdom. 
We want to focus on the positives of this 
situation and whilst we acknowledge that 
this is hard, we urge you to do the same. 
We hope to continue communicating with 
you all through our school social media and 
daily messages and hope to see you all 
very soon. 

Stay safe, continue to seek the positives 
and remember that we are all in this 
together. 

Claudia Fox and Danielle Reed
2020 College Captains

IN 2020
Staff Movements 

After 26 years of service to the College Mary Calthorpe will hang up her apron and say farewell to the 
Canteen in Term 3. Mary has been a dedicated and integral member of the Ave community and will be 
greatly missed by all.  We wish her and her family all the best as Mary embarks on the next stage of 
her life-retirement. Thank you Mary.

Welcome to the Ave Team:

ODETTE COLBERT 
Teacher of English 
and Humanities

FRANK LIBERATORE 
Property and 
Maintenance 

TRISHA SULLIVAN 
Teacher of Humanities 
and Careers and Pathways 

ADAM HIPWELL 
Teacher of Humanities, 
Health and Physical 
Education

REBECCA LIVORI 
Learning Support Officer

CHAMARELLE WHITE 
Learning Support Officer

TANYA HUTTON 
Principal

NARELLE SHARPE 
Canteen Manager

MARK WOOD 
Teacher of Religious 
Education and Humanities

POPPY IBRAHIM 
Careers Education 
Leader 

CASSANDRA 
HUTCHINSON 
Teacher of English 
and Drama

KATIE HOUGHTON 
Teacher of Music and 
Drama 

MARIE-CLAIRE 
ANASTASIADIS 
Teacher of Science

HAYLEY GOSSOW 
Teacher of Health and 
Physical Education 

CINZIA STOJKOVICH 
Teacher Visual 
Communication Design, 
Visual Art and Media
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Swimming
On Friday 28, February 2020 the College assembled at 
Queen’s Park Swimming Pool in Moonee Ponds for the first 
House event for 2020. The Ave spirit was in full force as 
House Leaders enthusiastically led their troops in chant and 
support for those taking to the pool. Students from all Year 
Levels competed in an array of events from 50m Freestyle, 
Relays, to novelty events such as table tennis and beach 
ball. The crescendo event - The Ave Sprint was won for the 
second year running by Year 8 student Chiara Hutchinson, 
followed closely by Karsha Pereira Year 12.  Francis House 
took both the Junior and Intermediate Division Titles with 
Helene House taking the Senior Division. 

The overall 2020 House Champions for the event was Francis 
House. Congratulations to all those who participated on the 
day and to Francis House Captains, Holli Bates and Stephanie 
Nind for leading their House to victory.

Carnival 
2020
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Within days there were suggestions that 
schools might close, but learning would 
continue – but what would or could this 
look like? 

Without hesitation, the College Critical 
Incident Management Team congregated 
and developed our Continuity Of Learning 
Plan.  Preparing for various scenarios 
and giving consideration to our existing 
systems and resources, within days Ave 
had mapped out our Online Learning 
Environment.  

The College was determined to make this 
transition as smooth as possible, and the 
best way to do this was to keep as many 
things as normal as possible.  The outcome 
was a clear and succinct Online Learning 
Program that would see us utilize Microsoft 
Teams, a platform we had already begun 
introducing to staff at the beginning of the 
year, in conjunction with Ave Learning our 
regular learning portal.  

The College’s Quick Guide for students 
and parents provided clear instructions on 

Embracing the New

what Online Learning would look like, how 
the school day would run and incorporated 
wellbeing and support measures. With 
barely a hiccup our staff and students 
transitioned to an online learning 
environment.  Live lessons, roll marking, 
Mentor Time, Year Level Assemblies and 
even a virtual ‘Athletics Carnival’, by way of 
a whole school Kahoot, have been able to 
take place online.  

It has been a steep learning curve for all, 
but it has been manageable, and even 
somewhat enjoyable. 

Throughout this experience, staff and 
students have demonstrated the College’s 
Learner Attributes: 

Compassion and Respect: as we help each 
other navigate these new resources and 
platforms;

Creative and Critical Thinkers: as we 
embrace different ways to teach and 
collaborate;

Ave Maria College - Online Learning 
Guide for students and parents 

 
Delivery of online learning 

The College has the capacity to deliver online lessons in two ways: 
• “Live-streamed” lessons using Microsoft Teams ‘meeting’ function 
• Pre-recorded lessons using Microsoft PowerPoint uploaded to Ave Learning 

Online Learning Environments 

Ave Maria College has three primary environments that will be utilised to support the delivery of online learning 
during a school closure: 

• Ave Learning will continue to be used as normal for assessment and reporting 
(Student Assessment), sharing of resources with students (Learning Areas), and 
general communications (Daily Messages).  

• Microsoft Teams will be used for the delivery of live-streamed lessons and 
student conversations during normal lesson time.    

• Microsoft Outlook (email) will continue to be used for internal communications 
between teachers, students and parents as required.  

Other online platforms such as Education/Language Perfect, Stile and Edrolo, would 
continue to be used as required by teachers and students. 

 

Note: there is to be NO recording, via electronic devices or mobile phones, of live-streamed lessons for 
access at a later date to adhere to privacy and Child Safety regulations. 

 

Dress code while participating in online 
learning and teaching 

Appropriate learning spaces in the home 

Students and staff members must be appropriately 
clothed when participating in all online learning 

environments by wearing modest smart casual clothing. 
Pyjamas and active wear are not considered appropriate 

clothing for online learning environments. 

When undertaking online learning an appropriate space 
that is well lit, comfortable, organised and free from 

distraction will be required. Students should not 
participate in online learning from their bedrooms. The 

use of headphones during lesson Meetings is 
encouraged. 

Microsoft Teams - Meeting has a blur feature available that prevents the background being clearly visible. This 
feature should be used by all students. 

 

Lesson 
Teaching  / Student 

Learning 
Live 

‘Meeting’ 
Video / Audio Collaboration  Class Work 

Lesson 
summary 

Attendance 

Active  

Active teaching for 
the whole lesson 
 
OR 
 
Active teaching for 
part/s of the lesson 
and independent 
student work for 
part/s of the lesson 

Yes ✓  

On the whole 
lesson 
 
Teachers / students 
can toggle on/off as 
needed for the lesson 
activities 

Via  
‘Meeting Chat’ 
 
Record of the 
conversation is 
automatically added 
to Posts when the 
Meeting is ended 

 
Uploaded to Ave 
Learning for 
access before / 
during / after  the 
lesson  
 
Resources may be 
‘shared’ during the 
Meeting as part of the 
active teaching 
 

On Ave 
Learning, 

Class Home 
 in: 

 
Class Notices 

or 
Class 

Calendar 

Teacher notes 
attendance via the 
students joining the 
Meeting  
 
Students who are unable to 
attend the lesson must 
have this ‘absence’ 
recorded in PAM by their 
parent 
 
Teacher records on Ave 
Learning as normal 

Inactive 
Independent work 
for whole of the 
lesson 

No  
Students 
advised via 
‘Post’ that the 
teacher will 
NOT be online 

Offline for whole 
lesson 

Via email 
Shared via Ave 
Learning for 
access as required 

Lesson Cancelled in 
Timetable 

  

Ave Maria College - Online Learning 
Guide for students and parents 

 
Class Meeting (lesson) Protocols 

• Students ARE REQUIRED to join lesson “Meetings”.   

✓ These will be launched by the teacher. Students must remain in the meeting until the 
teacher ends the lesson.  

✓ Each Meeting will be named by Class Code and Timetable e.g. 09DIGA_D10P1 

Meetings can only be started and ended by the class teacher. Students ARE NOT 
to initiate meetings in Class Teams 

 

• Students are not obligated to be ‘on video’ during ‘live-streamed’ lessons within 
Microsoft Teams.  

✓ There is a feature within Microsoft Teams to turn the camera off but remain in the 
Meeting. This decision is at the discretion of the student or parent/carer.  

✓ All students should use the ‘blur’ feature when online.  This is accessed via the  icon. 

 

 
• Teachers may choose to ‘mute’ students within a Meeting for practical reasons.  

✓ Students will ask questions and collaborate with the teacher/class in the Meeting Chat – 
launched by the ‘conversation’ icon.  

✓ Appropriate online etiquette is to be maintained at all times. 

There is to be no recording of lessons on any device (laptop, mobile, etc). 

 

 

• Students who have questions/need clarification on work requirements outside of 
the lesson may email their teacher.  

 

Learning Platforms 

The following is a list of online learning platforms to be used. You can click on the logo to launch the 
application or use the web address below each logo. 

 
https://simon.avemaria.vic.edu.au/ 

Central space for communication to the College community including the Parent Portal. 

https://www.office.com/ 

Collaboration, planning and shared 
document storage. 

• Word 
• PowerPoint 
• OneNote & Class Notebook 
• Teams* 

 
https://teams.microsoft.com/ 

Video conferencing tool ‘meetings’ 
Live-streaming of online lesson, with 

chat / conversation capabilities 

https://edrolo.com.au/account/login/ 

Edrolo is an online resource designed to 
provide students with engaging, 
informative and comprehensive 

presentations to help them understand 
and learn all they need to know for their 

exams. 

 

 
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox 

All official communications between 
staff and students or parents must use 

the @avemaria.vic.edu.au account 
provided.  All coursework will be 

delivered via Ave Learning and NOT 
emailed to students. 

 
https://stileapp.com/login 

Stile blends interactive science lessons, 
science news stories and hands-on 

investigations to empowers and engages 
with students.  

https://www.educationperfect.com 

A rich library of curriculum-aligned 
lessons and assessments across the 
subject areas.  Content is carefully 
scaffolded to allow all students to 

experience success, while providing rich 
opportunities for higher order thinking. 

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organisation announced a 
global pandemic.  An unprecedented declaration in our lifetime and 
for which there is no precedent for how we (schools) might respond.

Ave Maria College is incredibly proud of the way all members of the community 
have embraced this new way of learning. 

Innovate and Independent: as students take 
greater responsibility for their learning and 
organisation at home;

Happy and Confident:  seen through 
discussions and comments that students and 
staff share

Courageous and Curious: definitely our 
staff, who have picked up and run with our 
continuity of learning plan with enthusiasm 
and verve;

Determined and Resilient: abounds as we 
all make progress, get more familiar with 
online learning and just by turning up each 
day.

What a special, clever and supportive 
community!
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What inspired you to become a teacher? 
Probably the same thing that inspires a lot 
of teachers, I had some amazing teachers 
in both Primary and Secondary school and 
I really admired and respected them.  I 
still think about them and they continue to 
inspire me today.

Favourite aspect of being a teacher?  
Helping people to realise they are capable 
of more than they think they are.  I never tire 
of seeing a student’s expression and sense 
of personal satisfaction when they ‘get’ 
something they have struggled with.

Ms Hammer as Director of Professional 
Learning and Pedagogy your role aims 
to bring excellence into Ave’s teaching 
practice.  Can you tell us about how this 
and some examples of it in action? 
Our Learning Charter provides a clear 
framework for what we believe excellence 
in teaching and learning looks like.  What 
is important about our Learning Charter is 
that it factors in a range of dimensions – 

from the explicit instruction to the learning 
environment.  It considers the before, 
during and after of what goes on in the 
classroom.  I am biased, but I believe we 
have some amazing teachers at Ave who 
are very innovative and creative in the way 
they deliver their lessons and connect with 
their students.

Message to the student body of 2020?  
As someone who loves learning, I think 
Carol Dwek sums up my best advice in 
saying “Love Challenges, Be inspired by 
mistakes, Enjoy making an effort and Keep 
on learning”.

What do you like to do in your spare time?  
I have lots of creative outlets, but cooking, 
gardening and making candles are my 
favourites.  I also have a gorgeous Black 
Labrador who is a great distraction.

Best advice to your younger self:  
Hmm – this is tough. Perhaps just simply 
to believe in myself.  It took me a while to 

work out that the best person I can be is 
me.  Embrace who you are and be proud of 
that person.

AFL or Soccer?  
AFL absolutely.  I’m a life-long Bombers 
supporter! 

Final thoughts: 
When we look back on 2020 it will be a 
bittersweet.  We must remember all who 
lost their lives during this unprecedented 
event, but we must also remember the 
amazing acts of kindness and solidarity that 
we witnessed.  Like 9/11, the death of Lady 
Di and the fall of the Berlin Wall, this will 
be a pivotal moment in history that we all 
remember, and I for one will remember how 
amazing the Ave Community was during 
this time.

Thank you for your time Jo.

MEET THE
Teacher

In her fifteenth year at Ave, Ms Jo Hammer is unarguably a cornerstone to the College’s success.  In addition to her current role of  
Director of Professional Learning and Pedagogy, Jo teaches Year 9 Independent Research and Investigative Study (IRIS) and a new Year  
10 elective CHAOS LAB.  CHAOS (of which Jo was key to introducing to Ave) is all about learning dispositions and skills, critical thinking  
and academic research.

With a broad education background, Jo has taught a wide range of subjects including Food Technology, Science, Religious Education, 
Textiles, Heath and Human Development (HHD) and Health and Physical Education (HPE).  After an interesting and varied career in the 
Food and Hospitality Industry, Jo began teaching at St Aloysius in North Melbourne before joining Ave.  

Jo has held many Leadership positions at the College including Year 8 Coordinator, Science Domain Leader, HPE Domain Leader, Head  
of School Year 7-9 and Head of School Year 10-12.  Unsurprisingly she has also periodically served as Deputy Principal and Director of Faith  
and Religious Education.

Ms Jo Hammer

“Love Challenges, Be inspired by mistakes. 
Enjoy making an effort and Keep on learning”.

This year, our Year 10 Wellbeing Day was filled with a variety of interesting activities. 
Elevate Educate started off our day with ways to deal with stress and manage our time, 
which was helpful as we encounter exams and move into our senior years of schooling.  
We participated in yoga which helped us relax and assisted in clearing our minds. We 
learnt the benefits of yoga and why it would be a good idea to continue this throughout 
our busy lives. 

Another activity we did was self defence which gave us an insight to how we could 
protect ourselves if we were ever put into a threatening situation. Finally, the team 
building exercises assisted us in bringing the cohort closer to one another and looking 
at different ways to communicate. Overall, we learnt lots of information about each other, 
ourselves and the community. 

Alexandra Priestley and Grace Sullivan 
Year 10 Year Level Captains

Wellbeing Day Reflection
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AVE Achievements
SCSA Swimming Arts News

SCSA Netball

On Wednesday, 6 March 2020 Ave competed in the SCSA Swimming Competition. 
It was a fantastic night in the pool for Ave. Our Intermediate team won their group 
and the College came 3rd overall. Well done to all girls who put the time and effort 
into training and competing on the night. A special shout out to Chiara Hutchinson 
Year 8 who won all events she competed in on the night and to Sophy Barnes Year 
8 for winning her diving category.

Congratulations to Katia 
Pietrolungo (Class of 2019) who 
has won the People’s Choice 
Award in the Secondary Category 
of this year’s Creative Arts 
Exhibition, which was a part of 
Catholic Education Week.

On Thursday, 12 March 2020 Ave competed in the SCSA Tennis Division 2 
competition held at Boroondara Tennis Centre. It was a successful day for Ave Maria 
reaching the semi-finals in all divisions. Both the Junior and Senior Teams won their 
finals with Chanel McKay (Year 12) named best player in the Seniors final for a second 
year in a row.  Congratulations to both students and staff for their participation and 
help throughout the day.

Past student of 
Ave Maria College? 

A members only online community 
connecting Ave Alumnae with 

one another and the College to 
develop mentoring and networking 

relationships across the globe.

Visit www.aveconnect.org/

Join us on 
AveConnect
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For all magazine enquiries 
contact Sarah De Nicolo at  
sarah.denicolo@avemaria.vic.edu.au

• Change of contact details for magazine 
• To subscribe or unsubscribe to the 
     magazine
• To contribute a story and photo

For all alumnae enquiries please 
email alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au 
• Change of contact details  
• To register for alumnae communications

Follow us on social media 

facebook.com/ 
avemariacollegeaberfeldie

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

#womenofave 

SHE
BELONGSWHO

Apply now for Year 7 in 2022.  
To book a College Tour or to find out more 
visit our website at www.avemaria.vic.edu.au

UPCOMING Events
Term Two Dates 2020
Wednesday, 15 April 2020 – Friday, 26 June 2020

Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Monday, 8 June 2020

Term Three Dates 2020 
Tuesday 14, July 2020 – Friday, 18 September 2020

NEWS & Events
Year 10 Civics Excursion

Year 10 Afton Street 
STEM Excursion

Year 10 Design Thinking Barista Training
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