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Who we are
Ave Maria College is a secondary Catholic College for girls, 
inspired by the unique Franciscan charism which began over 
800 years ago.
 
The spirit of St Francis of Assisi was the inspiration of a life of 
poverty, joy and simplicity for the Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary (FMMs), the Order which established our College in 1963.

We strive to continue the Sisters’ universal mission, with 
special emphasis on the promotion of women and concern 
for the poor. We want our graduates to be confident young 
women with skills, knowledge, attitudes and sense of 
compassion; young women whose learning journey prepares 
them to be active, responsible participants in the world in 
which they will be adults. 

Every student is unique; they come to us with differing  
gifts, abilities and individual needs.  Our teaching purpose 
and passion is to help each student tap into their inner 
strength, and help them discover all that they are, what they 
love and hope to develop within themselves.  

We work together to develop strong, young women who 
value peace, truth and love in the spirit of those who have 
gone before them.





“I like how much my teachers believe in me;

 this encourages me to aim high”





Ad Veritatem Per Caritatem
“Striving for Truth Through Love”



The College offers rich and engaging experiences to open 
our young women to the presence of Jesus in their lives, 
through the Religious Education curriculum, liturgies and 
Reflection Days. 

At every year level, our students have opportunities to 
support and participate in social justice action. This is 
integrated in the Religious Education curriculum and is also 
part of co-curricular activities.  

We encourage and support student-led initiatives and 
campaigns. Each year level has a social justice focus, for 
which students take local and global action to improve the 
lives of others in meaningful ways.

Ad Veritatem Per Caritatem
“Striving for Truth Through Love”

•  Compels us to view learning as a striving for truth.

•   This same striving for truth becomes our imperative in 
requiring all within our community to act with integrity and 
authenticity with truth.

•   In addition and most fundamentally, our vision invites us to 
bring the truth of who we are to a relationship with God who 
is Truth and Love.

This is our College motto and vision.

Faith
We seek to develop in our 
students a personal and 
active faith relationship with 
Jesus Christ, inspired by the 
example of St Francis and our 
Franciscan heritage.



“Students and staff alike seek the best of themselves

and promote the best in one another.”





Our young women feel safe, 
welcome and happy.

Each student can expect to be valued for the unique 
individual that she is. Our high standards for students’ 
behaviour contribute to creating and maintaining a positive 
learning environment.

The College has a proactive Student Leadership program 
where student voice is valued and heard, and student 
initiative is encouraged. 

Beyond themselves, we value caring for others. All students 
see the value in extending compassion and generosity to 
all, particularly those in need. This reflects our Catholic, 
Franciscan worldview of being co creators of a just world; in 
the way of St Francis and Christ himself.

Our wellbeing programs assist students to build resilience 
and the capacity to deal with challenges. As an Accredited 
Restorative Practices school, our young women learn how to 
constructively resolve issues and how to build relationships 
based on respect. Transition into the College is assisted 
through our Peer Support Program. This Program builds 
relationships between Year 7 students and introduces them 
to senior students, their Peer Support Leaders.

Caring





“The various learning styles and subjects 

motivate me and make it interesting.”





We believe learning should be hard fun; engaging, 
challenging and relevant. As learners, students and 
staff alike are equipped to be curious in their thinking, 
courageous in their efforts and persistent in their approach. 
For a mastery approach, these are several key ingredients 
for our students’ learning success.

Our students understand the value of perseverance 
and being tenacious in their learning, the value of effort 
and courage and the value that comes from the critical 
learning when mistakes are made.  These attitudes allow 
our students to discover who they are, articulated by their 
strengths, their vulnerabilities and their passions.

On such pillars we have created a curriculum to educate 
the young women of Ave Maria College to be young adults 
who can, and do, shape the world. Our teaching staff have 
the greatest impact on this vision within the school day. 
As a College, we have committed ourselves to be excellent 
practitioners in the science of learning and the art of 
teaching. This involves effective and collaborative planning, 
reflective practice based on feedback and review, as well as 
contemporary teaching practices, which engage and extend 
the learner, and ensure differentiation of teaching and 
learning for every student.

Students thrive in a positive 
learning environment.  We 
are committed to engaging 
our young women in an 
education that grows a love 
of learning and achievement.

Learning  
Excellence







Facilities
From our heritage building, Clydebank, to our newly 
created research hub and arts precinct, the Mary Centre, 
our facilities are designed to provide a positive, conducive 
and contemporary learning environment, and enhance the 
experience of being a student at Ave Maria College.

No longer an extension of our teaching and learning, the 
digital classroom is the new normal at Ave Maria College, 
with technology now fully integrated.  All classrooms,  
students and staff are fully connected, with facilities and 
devices embedded in learning activities. 

Learning drives the use of technology, rather than the 
other way around. The College intranet and SharePoint 
platform allows for remote access, parent access, staff and 
student uploading and submission of work and student 
collaboration. 

At the same time the College recognises the need for 
technology free zones and times, which allows for differing 
modes of learning and wellbeing.  The education of the 
whole child demands it.

Rather than consumers or even users of technology, our 
students and staff are increasingly creators in the use of 
technology – they produce or develop their own systems, 
technologies, and analytics to serve the learning purpose. 
In addition, students’ innate creativity and curiosity enables 
them to produce presentations and research projects by 
exploiting technologies to greatest effect.





Co-Curricular
The Ave Maria College co-curricular program aims to foster 
the creative, spiritual, physical and social abilities and 
talents of our students, and in doing so contribute to the 
strength and vitality of our community. 

Events take place throughout the year and fall under the 
categories of the Arts, academia, sport and social justice, 
students have the opportunity to be involved in as many of 
these activities as they would like.

Ave Maria College offers activities such as the vocal 
ensemble, House debating competition and the College 
production, to name a few. 

 There are also many sporting opportunities, in which 
students compete against other schools as part of the 
Secondary Catholic Sports Association. These include 
swimming, athletics, softball, basketball, netball, volleyball, 
soccer, cricket and AFL. 

The many social justice activities allow students to deepen 
their understanding, and expression of their Catholic  
Faith through events such as Mission Action Day and the 
Benefit Ball which supports our sister school in Timor-Leste.   

Other activities include the celebration of our Patron  
Saints through activities and prayer, and out-of-school  
hours events, such as the Winter Sleepout and refugee 
tutoring program.



Ave Maria College prepares 
students to discover 
themselves and their world 
in the present with an eye 
to the future, equipped with 
confidence, hope, faith and  
a generosity towards others. 
 
We are Ave Maria College, 
a Catholic community of 
excellence.   
 
We look forward to 
welcoming you to our place 
of peace, truth and love for 
young women.





Ave Maria College
14-22 Vida Street, Aberfeldie VIC 3040

T 03 9331 9300 - E avemaria@avemaria.vic.edu.au

www.avemaria.vic.edu.au

Curiosity to explore

Courage to excel

Confidence to thrive

Compassion to love

Community to grow




